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INTRODUCTION

Large crowds followed Jesus from place to place. Some followed Him to listen to what He said, for His message brought hope. Many followed to see what He would do, for His actions were remarkably powerful. The Bible records that, when Jesus saw the crowds, He was always moved with “compassion,” as they were “like sheep without a shepherd” (Matthew 9:36; cf. Matt. 14:14; 15:32; 20:34; Mark 1:41; 6:34; 8:2; Luke 15:20). Thus, He responded to their needs.
I.
HE WENT UP ON A MOUNTAINSIDE.

1.
Wonderful things happen on the mountaintop or mountainside in the Bible.

2.
People expect great things to happen there. 

This should not be a surprise to us, for Christians in Korea expect great things to happen on their prayer mountain retreats. We have learned from Bible examples that we should expect God to work miracles.
II.
HE SAT DOWN.

1. When He sat down, the people knew He was going to speak—as in the Temple.

2. He sat down to teach them.

Just as the preacher stands to deliver a message today, the speaker in Bible times would stand to read the Scripture but then sit to speak. Cultural differences may exist, but the expectations are the same.
III.
HIS DISCIPLES CAME TO HIM.

1. The Disciples came up to be near Him.

2. They came to observe, learn, and assist.

Just as the Disciples also needed to observe, to hear, and to assist the Master’s ministry, even so today the Elders and Deacons need to hear and observe and assist the preacher’s ministry. Although the Master or a pastor leads the ministry, it is a shared ministry.
IV. HE BEGAN TO TEACH THEM.

1.
He taught them Good News—the message He shares is a liberating message.
2.
He taught them by repetition.

The Good News from the Bible is always a liberating message, freeing us from past problems, freeing us from future fears, & freeing us for present participation in God’s Kingdom. To be good at what we do, we need to be involved in repetition of the action.
CONCLUSION


In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus presents numerous ideas and concepts. They seem to be separate and disconnected. Yet, when we understand the purpose of the entire sermon, we come to see that Jesus is describing what a citizen of the Kingdom of God should look like, or act like. What we can learn from today is that, when Jesus speaks, we should be up close to observe, learn, and assist. God expects us to be active participants in worship—not passive observers. Furthermore, we should expect wonderful things to happen when we are in God’s presence. What did you expect when you came to church today? Did you expect to come into God’s presence? Did you expect God to do something wonderful? Our expectations oftentimes affect what happens to us! What do you expect from God this week?
“O to be like Thee! Full of compassion, Loving, forgiving, tender & kind;

Helping the helpless, cheering the fainting, Seeking the wand’ring sinner to find.

O to be like Thee! O to be like Thee, Blessed Redeemer, Pure as Thou art!

Come in Thy sweetness, come in Thy fullness—

Stamp Thine own image deep on my heart.”
